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INTRODUCTION
The seven subspecies of the diamondback terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin) are clinally distributed along the eastern and Gulf coastal salt marsh estuarine regions of North America from southern New England to Mexico (Hay, 1904; Carr, 1952; Pritchard, 1967; Ernst and Barbour, 1972 ). Very little is, known of the breeding biology and ecology of these turtles in nature (Coker, 1906, 195 1; McCauley, 1945; Cagle, 1952; Allen and Littleford, 1955; Reid, 1955; Lawler and Musick, 1972) . During the early decades of this century hybrid diamondback terrapins (terrapin x centrata) were cultivated on "terrapin farms" because of their economic value as a food delicacy. As a result, much information has been collected on the growth and reproductive characteristics of captive animals (Hay, 1904 (Hay, , 1917 Coker, 1906 Coker, , 1920 Barney, 1922; Hildebrand, 1929 Hildebrand, , 1932 . Economic incentive, however, led to, overexploitation and resulted in a drastic reduction in the population of diamondbacks on. the East Coast of the United States during the early 1900's (Hay, 1904 (Hay, , 1917 Coker, 1906; Babcock, 1926; Hildebrand, 1929; McCauley, 1945; Finneran, 1948) . Clutch size and weight were highly correlated with each other (r = +0.90, df = 29, P < .01), while clutch weight showed no linear relationship with the mean egg weight of the! eggs which comprised the clutch. No significant correlations were found between clutch and size of mean egg length, mean egg breadth, coefficients. of variation of egg breadth, mean egg elongation or mean egg weight.
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We could find no evidence that any eggs were laid before dawn or after sunset (Burger and Montevecchi, 1975). There was no significant difference between the clutches of females which laid their eggs in the morning and those which laid their eggs in the afternoon. The sizes of the eggs laid in the three topographic areas were not significantly different from one another.
Size of laying females.-The mean midplastron length of 221 females which were captured ashore during the nesting season was 15.44 + 0.99 cm (range from 13.20 to 18.40 cm). The size distribution of these females appears quite normal (Fig. 2) . The mean midplastron lengths of the turtles found in the three topographic areas were not significantly different.
Larger females tended to lay larger clutches (r = +0.46, df 27, P < .02) of greater weight (r = +0.55, df = 27, P < .01). No significant correlations were obtained between plastron length and mean egg length, mean egg breadth, mean egg weight, the coefficient of variation of egg length, the coefficient of variation of egg breadth, nest depth, egg compartment depth or egg compartment width.
Seasonal trends.-The data on seasonal trends are presented in Table 3 . Egg size tended to decrease as the laying season advanced. Significant negative correlations were obtained between laying data and mean egg length, mean egg breadth and mean egg weight. The plastron lengths of laying females, clutch size and clutch weight did not yield significant correlations with the date of egg laying. (Preston, , 1969 Size of laying females.-The plastron lengths of the terrapins found ashore during the nesting season are normally distributed. Although plastron length is correlated with age in Malactemys and many other turtles, there is great individual variability in the growth patterns, and growth rate slows markedly at or after maturity, thus obscuring age-size relationships (Coker, 1920; Pearse, 1923; Hildebrand, 1932; Sergeev, 1937; Cagle, 1946 Cagle, , 1950 Cagle, , 1954 
